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December 2, 2005

Brooks Issues County’s Deteriorated Paint

Pilot Project Report
Study Recommends Inspections Should Include

Assessment of Lead Poisoning Risk

This morning, County Executive Maggie Brooks issued a report detailing the results of Monroe County’s Deteriorated Paint Pilot Project.  The complete report, including attachments, is available at monroecounty.gov.  Brooks directed the Monroe County Health Department and Monroe County Human Services Department to jointly conduct the pilot program in order to benchmark the risk of lead poisoning in housing units occupied by public assistance clients. 

“I am pleased that the pilot is complete, and we can now issue this report on its findings,” said Brooks. “These results will help us… working as a community… design a permanent program to enhance protection against lead poisoning for many of our most vulnerable children. This effort will require collaboration between the County, the City of Rochester, our partners in the Lead Coalition and area landlords. A critical factor for the development of such a program will be the passage and implementation of changes in the city housing code related to deteriorated paint. I commend Mayor Johnson and the City Council for their leadership in promoting these changes and their determination to reach consensus on this important issue.”

BACKGROUND

In 2004, Monroe County, the City of Rochester, the United Way and the Coalition to Prevent Lead Poisoning joined together with local officials, activists and citizens for a Community Lead Summit.  All participants pledged to do what each of them could to end lead poisoning in our community by 2010.  

At the Summit, Monroe County committed to changing the standard used to investigate properties suspected to contain lead hazards from the New York State standard to the more stringent HUD standard. This commitment was fulfilled in 2004.

Additionally, the County initiated a free six-hour Lead Safe Work Practices training program, which 572 people successfully completed in 2004 and 375 people have successfully completed in 2005, to date. Monroe County continues to offer this course free of charge to homeowners and landlords.
Monroe County also committed to develop a pilot program of lead safety assessments for properties rented to those receiving public assistance. In announcing the launch of the pilot project, during her 2005 State of the County Address, the County Executive added an enhancement to the original proposal by offering participating property owners a clean-up grant, up to $3,500, if lead safety hazards were identified. 
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THE REPORT

The Monroe County Deteriorated Paint Pilot Project was conducted during the spring and summer of 2005.  The Monroe County Department of Public Health and the Monroe County Department of Human Services (DHS) performed the project jointly. 
The purpose of this pilot project was to study the feasibility of developing a childhood lead poisoning primary prevention strategy that involved assessing residential properties for deteriorated paint that are rented to Monroe County families receiving temporary assistance benefits. The pilot project was designed to assess the condition of the painted surfaces in a total of 30 randomly selected homes within 6 zip codes in the City of Rochester that housed Monroe County public assistance clients.

All 30 units (100%) assessed for this pilot project had deteriorated paint.  Eighty-three percent (83%) of these units were rated to be in excellent structural condition and 60% were rated to have a low overall amount of deteriorated paint. 

Property owners were also encouraged to apply for Monroe County’s $3,500 U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Lead Hazard Control grant.  The owners of a total of 9 (30%) of the 30 units applied for the HUD grant.  All 9 units were awarded a HUD grant and have completed lead hazard reduction work, including clearance testing.  

The report concludes that Monroe County should incorporate an assessment of risk for lead poisoning into its Quality Housing Initiative (QHI), a program designed to assure the safety of housing that is rented to public assistance clients. The report recommends that Monroe County, the City of Rochester and their partners should work together to implement the changes suggested.

NEXT STEPS

Monroe County currently contracts with the City of Rochester to perform QHI inspections. The Quality Housing Initiative allows participating landlords to receive direct rent payments from Monroe County. Currently, the inspections do not include an assessment for deteriorated paint.  

At the request of County Executive Brooks and Mayor Johnson, Dr. Andrew Doniger, Monroe County’s Public Health Director, has formed a work group of County and City representatives to formulate and recommend changes to the QHI Inspection that incorporate prospective changes to the City’s housing code relative to deteriorated paint.  Dr. Doniger also plans to invite representatives from the Rochester Coalition to Prevent Lead Poisoning and local landlords to join the work group.  

It is important to note that final recommendations for changes to the QHI Inspection protocols will be not be offered until the City of Rochester has adopted housing code revisions that address deteriorated paint.
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