NEW YORK CITY STUDY OVERVIEW

An overview of the New York Study:

During the City Council Work session there was much discussion on dust sampling.  I mentioned a New York City Study but was unable to explain the results.  The results are only available if you subscribe to the site. I will ask Dr. Donniger to provide you with the study via e-mail.  The study had some astonishing information. 

To give a short over view of the study.

Four glass plates were distributed in various locations, one location being out side.  The glass plates were checked weekly over a 2-year period

1. At the time of weekly sampling, three of the four glass plates tested disclosed measurable amounts of leaded dust. 

2. The source of leaded dust was from air being carried or wafted through an open window.

3. Since the plates were sampled every Monday, the precipitation and wind patterns during the previous week clearly impacted the deposition and accumulation of leaded dust.

4. The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Standard for interior floor dust lead hazard is currently 40ug/feet2. The data shows that, based on mean values, this amount is likely to be exceeded in five or six weeks time. Depending on the rate of deposition and location, within any given week, the standard for lead content in floor dust may be exceeded in less time.

5. As noted, the sheltered plate, the unsheltered plate, as well as the interior plate adjacent to the open window all accumulated lead.

6. This study demonstrates the ubiquitous nature of lead in the atmospheric environment.  We do not know the exact sources of the exterior leaded dust.

7. With respect to lead, road grit contains lead from many sources including atmospheric fallout from past use of leaded gasoline, leaded weights used to balance tires and industrial uses of lead in electronics and automotive parts as well as leaded paint.

8. Exterior paint on the road (yellow lines) and a variety of street fixtures often contain leaded paint on their surface. Lead chromate is a widely used pigment on exterior signage. 

9. Building renovation and demolition as well as bridge repair may release dust from lead-based paint. This occurs despite "best" efforts to control the release of leaded dust.

10. Soil contamination is especially common alongside streets and near high-traffic areas. Although lead is no longer used as an additive in gasoline, lead weights are lost and deposited along urban streets; they accumulate along the curbs and are rapidly abraded and ground into tiny pieces by vehicle traffic. Lead from this source is continuous, significant, and widespread. Theses lead particles, dusts, and scrapings may be deposited in the soil in heavily trafficked areas.

11. The data is this study demonstrates that interior dust being contaminated with lead most likely results from dust being wafted and blown inside a residence/building. The only source of the lead on the interior glass plate was derived from exterior sources.  The results of this study are consistent with other studies in the published literature.

12. This study demonstrated a modeling pathway from exterior entry dust lead loadings on interior entryway floors, other interior floors, and windowsills.

13. Hunter (1977) demonstrated that children's lead levels are higher in the summer months than during the winter months when they are most often indoors.  This is consistent with more dust in the house because of open windows and the frequency of passage inside and outside.

14. It is starling to find that the interior lead dust standards may be exceeded after only 3 weeks of

Accumulation.

15. This suggests that in some households, hygiene practices may be critical to the mitigation of lead exposure to young children. Hygiene practices would include increased cleanliness within the residence and frequent wiping of floors and windowsills for accumulated dust.

The out door accumulation of leaded dust appears to remain a major issue and that a new method must be found to remedy the accumulated dust in the city to reduce exposure to children.

I would just like to add that my son, Joseph, participated in the Monroe County Health Dept. grant, he kept failing the dust wipe screen on the floor of one room.  He called and asked if I would come over to see if he missed something.  I asked if he left the windows open. His reply was,” Yes, in that room only."  Before a dust wipe screen, 20 minutes before the inspector arrives it is common practice to begin using baby wipes and clean every windowsill and mop every floor until the inspector arrives.

After he left the window shut, he did pass clearance.

In closing, there is a place for dust wipe screening. As it is proven, we can only do our best to protect the children with resources available to us. Let's use our resources wisely!  The Health Department and Section 8 have clearly demonstrated that a visual inspection works to protect the children and a clearance after remediation is essential.  Let's trust the experts not the activists.  The City Leaders, City Council and the experts will be the ones held to clean up the terrible mess the ramifications a restrictive code will cause.  The activists will blame you that affordable housing is gone and of course they will claim, "We didn't know this is what would happen." The Housing Providers are telling you what will happen. We've told you many times before, and we were right.  Try to be objective and look back on other legislation that has caused more harm than good.  Landlords may have used unprofessional methods to raise your awareness, but in all fairness, we have displayed a very clean and professional campaign to " Get The Message to You" and I'm not sure you are listening and perhaps we need start acting like the activists. I hope I'm wrong, I respect each and every one of you and I enjoy working for the betterment of this community. 
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